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was, that they were in the last stage of intoxication. However, they got him 
to the Park."— Vol. I. p. 194. 

Yet the Grenvilles pretended to have a great affection for his Ma- 
jesty ; and the editor of the volumes before us takes care to say as little 
as possible against him. Fortunately for the cause of truth and good 
morals, it is not easy to make black appear white ; and the common 
estimate of George IV. is not likely to be changed by a few honeyed 
phrases. 

Among the subjects on which these volumes throw light are the 
Queen's trial, the junction of the Grenvilles with the Liverpool Admin- 
istration, the history of the Canning Administration, and the settlement 
of the Catholic Question. It is interesting to look at these subjects 
through Grenville glasses ; and as a whole the volumes are a welcome 
addition to our historical stores. 



13. — Domestic Annals of Scotland from the Reformation to the Revo- 
lution. By Robert Chambers, F. R. S. E., F. S. A. Sc, etc. Ed- 
inburgh and London: W. & R. Chambers. 1858. 2 vols. 8vo. 
pp. xi. and 549, 523. 

Mr. Robert Chambers is favorably known as the author of sev- 
eral works of an historical character, designed to promote the intel- 
lectual culture of his countrymen, and to diffuse among them a knowl- 
edge of Scotch history. In this design he has been very successful. 
His works have received the commendation of judicious critics ; their 
circulation both at home and abroad has been very large ; and several 
of them have been reprinted in this country. The volumes before us 
belong to the same class of publications as his previous works, and are 
equally deserving of favor. Their special object is to bring together in 
a connected form such characteristic incidents in Scottish annals as may 
illustrate the social condition of the people for the century and a quar- 
ter from the return of Queen Mary to Scotland, in 1561, to the Revolu- 
tion of 1688. With this view, and impressed with the belief that his- 
torians have too much neglected the manners, opinions, and personal 
condition of the lower classes, Mr. Chambers has sought to exhibit " the 
series of occurrences beneath the region of history, the effects of pas- 
sion, superstition, and ignorance in the people, the extraordinary natural 
events which disturbed their tranquillity, the calamities which affected 
their well-being, the traits of false political economy by which that well- 
being was checked, and, generally, those things which enable us to see 
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how our forefathers thought, felt, and suffered, and how, on the whole, 
ordinary life looked in their days." He has accordingly divided his 
work into sections, each covering a brief period, and to each he has pre- 
fixed an introduction giving an account of the principal events of that 
period. Under each section he has collected from contemporary writ- 
ers such notices of persons and events as belong to his general plan. 
These excerpts are of course brief and very miscellaneous in character ; 
but most of them are interesting and suggestive, and many are very 
valuable. They are generally given in the words of the old chroniclers, 
although in some instances Mr. Chambers has presented an abridged 
statement in his own language. His selections have been well made, 
and the student of history will find in the volumes many curious facts 
by which to enlarge his knowledge of Scotch history, and to confirm or 
modify his previous views. The volumes are provided with a copious 
Index ; but they should also have been furnished with running-titles or 
side-notes in order to facilitate reference. We shall look with interest 
for the two additional volumes, in which, as he intimates, Mr. Chambers 
purposes to continue and complete this view of the social progress of 
Scotland. 



14. — Original Unpublished Papers illustrative of the Life of Sir Peter 
Paul Rubens, as an Artist and -Diplomatist. Preserved in H. M. 
State Paper Office. With an Appendix of Documents respecting the 
Arundelian Collection, the Earl of Somerset 's Collection, the great 
Mantuan Collection, the Duke of Buckingham, Gentileschi, Gerbier, 
Honthorst, Le Sueur, Myttens, Torrentius, Vanderdoort, etc., etc., etc. 
Collected and edited by W. Noel Sainsbtjky (of H. M. State 
Paper Office). London: Bradbury and Evans. 1859. 8vo. pp. 
xxiv. and 391. 

The papers in this volume are of comparatively little interest to the 
general reader or to the political historian ; but for the biographer of 
Rubens and the historian of art they possess much value. With few 
exceptions, they are now published for the first time ; and upon several 
points in the career of the Flemish painter they afford new and impor- 
tant details. Thus in regard to the introduction of his pictures into 
England, and to the pecuniary valuation which he placed upon them, 
we have a very complete series of letters from Sir Dudley Carleton 
and Balthazar Gerbier, the two persons who were chiefly instrumental 
in the purchase of the pictures brought to England. These letters con- 
tain much curious information upon the subject, and show that Rubens 
was perfectly competent to make his own bargains. The painter evi- 



